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The IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers monthly meeting took place on 2 June 2021 with 28 
attendees on line.  We are holding virtual meetings (including a monthly contest) using Zoom 
and Google Docs during the pandemic.  Our normal Fairfax High School venue is closed to 
community activities at this time.  With presenter permission, we are recording the program 
portion of our meetings to give members who are not able to attend, and our UK sister chapter 
IPMS Staffordshire Moorlands, the opportunity to watch later.  Although the business meeting 
starts at 7:00pm, the Zoom link opens at around 6:30 so members can chat for a while before 
Acting President Tim Barb kicks off the meeting.. 

Tim welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the membership about the Tips and 
Share meeting.  The next meeting will be 21 July.  If you are interested in showing what you are 
working on you can send up to six pictures to Tim.  He will put them into a PowerPoint slide 
show so you can talk about your ongoing and/or completed projects to the group.  The next 
monthly meeting will be on July 7, 2021 with a presentation by Vince Mankowski on painting 
figures using a wet palette. 

Tim thanked John Figueroa (who attended the meeting from his new home in Indiana) for his 
outstanding service as President.  With John’s departure, the E-Board members are now serving 
in the following roles until elections in November:  

• Tim Barb is the acting president and program coordinator 

• Whatever the reason it does not appear that Chris Nicoll will be returning anytime soon so 
the board elected to consider the vice president position as being vacant until elections.  

• Secretary/Historian Walter Schlueter remains in his current role. 

• Jon Etherton is our new treasurer. 

President, vice president and secretary/historian are elected positions.  The treasurer and 
program coordinator are appointed positions.  Meeting attendees signified approval of this 
transition via raising of hands. 

Nominations for the positions of president, vice president and secretary will take place at the 
October meeting with elections during the November meeting. 

We have programs lined up through August.  If anyone would like to give a presentation at a 
monthly meeting please send an email to Tim.   

Meeting dates and locations for our chapter and for our sister modeling clubs in the area are 
listed on page 18.  Below is some additional information announced by IPMS Washington DC, 
The National Capitol Model Solder Society and the Southern Maryland Scale Modelers: 

• IPMS Washington DC:  If you are thinking of joining the IPMS DC meetings and would like 
more information please contact Pat Hoff (http://www.ipmsdc.org/html/contact.html). 
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• The National Capital Model Soldier Society:  The  NCMSS show is scheduled for 25 
September at the Springfield Hilton.  Show flyer is on page 19.  Contact David Hoffman for 
more details. 

• IPMS Southern Maryland Scale Modelers:  Vince Mankowski took many old time NoVA 
members down memory lane when he told us their program this month was carrier 
qualifications to celebrate the chapter’s first year anniversary.  Vince also announced IPMS 
Southern Maryland will hold its first show in 2023. The plan is to alternate years with 
MarauderCon, which is hosted by IPMS DC and IPMS Baltimore. 

Chris Mikesh will be selling his dad’s massive book collection and possibly some museum 
quality models in a few months.  Chris will announce details at a later date. 

For you military vehicles fans, Tim talked about an excellent museum near Boston.  The 
American Heritage Museum is located in Stow, MA about 20 miles from Boston.  Tim learned 
about it from a PBS News hour segment on the museum.  It is possible to drive or ride in one 
of their tanks. 

Haagen Klaus gave the chapter an outstanding presentation titled “The Arsenal of Democracy 
that Wasn’t.”  The subject was the cancelled 2020 Arsenal of Democracy warbird flyover of 
Washington DC to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII.  The COVID 
lockdown caused the cancellation.  The organizers tried again at a later date but the weather 
caused it to be cancelled again for the final time.  A full rehearsal took place the day before the 
event was cancelled.  Haagen with camera was at Culpepper where the fighters and smaller 
aircraft were staged.  His colleague Randy Jennings was with the bombers at Manassas.  The 
combined set of photos from both photographers was fantastic.  

As usual, Walter took us to the end of the meeting by announcing the contest winners.  
Seventeen models were entered, five of which were out of the box.  The monthly average for 
June is 22.  

The Tips and Share meeting on 16 June provided another bucket load of tips and modeling 
talk.  The main subject this month was filling seams and scribing.  These sessions are a 
fantastic value for modelers regardless of experience.  Tips and Share is a free monthly 
modeling clinic.   

Another virtual NoVA meeting is in the books.  A quick summary of the June Tips and Share 
meeting is next, followed by the photo gallery.  A new edition of Dick Hague’s modeling 
adventures and misadventures begins on page 9.  A show report on the R12 Show in Columbus 
SC, and the SC Military Museum starts on page 12 brings this issue to a close.  Looking forward 
to seeing you at our next monthly meeting on 7 July. 
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers June 2021 Monthly Meeting (continued) 
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Contest Winners June 2021 
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AFV 1/72, 2nd Place 

Red Ball Express by Greg Richard 

AFV 1/35, 1st Place 

Challenger 2 by Rob Mountford  

July 2021 

Aircraft 1/72, 1st Place 

Storch by William Suringa 

Aircraft 1/72, 2nd Place 

Macchi MC 202 by Greg Richard 

Aircraft 1/48, 1st Place 

Lubin XIII TER by Jerry Lawson 

AFV 1/72, 1st Place 

Mk IV Male by Tim Hosek 
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Contest Winners June 2021 (continued) 

July 2021 

AFV 1/35, 2nd Place 

T-55  Scott Bricker 

Ships, 1st Place 

 Brig of War by Tim Hosek 

Vehicles, 1st Place 

Scammel Pioneer by Rob Mountford  

Masters, 2nd Place 

Tiran 5 by Charles Locke 

Masters, 1st Place 

Nike Hercules by Peter Espada 

Figures, 1st Place 

Genghis Khan by David Hoffman 
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Contest Winners June 2021 (continued) 

July 2021 

Rest of the Models 

1/72 Typhoon by Charles Locke 1/72 VAB 4x4 APC by Greg Richard 

Continued on Page 8 

Special, 2nd Place 

F-117 by Walter Schlueter 

1/48 F/A-18 by Colin Tatusko 

Special, 1st Place 

Jaguar A by Jim Rotramel 
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Best out of the Box 

 Nike Hercules by Peter Espada 

Contest Winners June 2021 (continued) 
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Best of Show 
Genghis Khan by David Hoffman 

Contest Winners June 2021 (continued) 
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Rest of the Models June 2021 (continued from Page 7) 

July 2021 

Calgar by Tom Jodoin 1/35 Tamiya Jagdtiger by Charles Locke 

1/48 Monogram P-51D by Vince 

Mankowski 1/48 Revell Bf-109 G-6 by Rick Kranius 

1/48 Monogram He-111 by William 

Suringa 1/48 Revell Lippish P-13 by Jerry Lawson 
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Hague’s Corner 
Seeing Red Again 

by Dick Hague 

Editor’s note:  Dick shares a unique running text and visual diary of his modeling adventures which includes 
triumphs, defeats, lessons learned and tips.  It is too tall of an order to pull together one complete build from 
the various messages, so what you are seeing in these articles is a moving “window” of Dick’s modeling 
adventures over time.  Nevertheless,  we are getting a host of tips and lessons learned suitable for beginners 
and experienced modelers alike.   

Seeing  red again:  Not a result of the taxes I worked on but something that should have relaxed 
me afterwards. Reaching back onto what we modelers call our ‘shelf of doom’ I picked up this 
red thing , found the instruction sheet and decals, and told myself that something could and 
should be done on this today.  I did do something and in doing so surprised myself! 

The aircraft is well known to aviation fans but not so much to the general public.  One of the 
immediate post WWII jet powered research aircraft, the Douglas D-558-1 Skystreak set a couple 
of world speed records.  However, it was quickly forgotten when the X-1 broke the sound barrier 
and became the focus of press coverage.  

I already have a larger but much simpler Skystreak on the shelf.  There is a little bit of story 
behind that purchase.  The place where I bought the kit disappeared as did the place where I 
built it!  It was the summer of 1960.  I was in the air force attending a computer school at an IBM 
plant in Kingston, New York.  I found a sporting goods store in downtown Kingston that also had a 
selection of model kits.  The kit was from a company named Allyn, which produced what you 
would call ‘desk models’, the kind of aircraft model a company would give to a potential 
customer.  Some of the desk models you see in movies of the fifties are probably Allyn!   

Part of time I was in Kingston I lived in a place called Onteora Lake, a few miles north of Kingston.  
It was a quiet place where several cabins and trailers could be rented from some WWII era 
German emigres.  I built the model while staying in one of those trailers.  Five years later I was 
back in the same trailer, this time as a civilian working for IBM and with a wife and young son.  
Times sure changed! 

As soon as I had a chance to do some more model shopping at that sporting goods store I found 
a city street had been extended right through where it once sat!  A few years later I was back in 
Kingston and the lake had become a park and all the buildings, docks, trailers, etc. were gone. 

Figure 1 

The Allyn kit was molded in red plastic.  I spray painted 
it white.  This Special Hobby kit was molded almost in 
white in a very light gray plastic and I sprayed it red.  I 
just found a picture of that first Skystreak (Figure 1).  
Here it shares shelf space with a Bell X-1 and a Douglas 
Skyrocket, the swept wing successor to the Skystreak.  
In this picture the sixty year old Skyrocket has some 
parts off for an overdue overhaul. 
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Figure 3 

Hague’s Corner (continued) 

Figure 2 

Saturday I had to respray the red several times 
to cover where some white primer had leaked 
out under masking tape and did something to 
the canopy area (Figure 2).  I didn’t think the 
red was ever going to cover while I sprayed 
multiple coats.  In any event I finally declared 
it ‘good enough’ and pulled off the masking.  
Here it is in Figure 3.  Somehow I scratched 
the red paint while removing the canopy 
masks. I won’t touchup now since I will be 
doing a lot of red touchups when I fit the 
tricky landing gear onto it (Figure 4). 

Figure 5 

Figure 4 

Tip alert!  Remember a tip awhile back to 
use makeup remover sponges for blotting 
wet decals?  For the cost of a ‘sponge on a 
stick’ from Micro Mart you can get an 
almost lifetime supply of the sponges.  I 
used a pair of them when putting decals on 
one of the Phantoms (FH-1).  I used a pair of 
them on each wing to gently hold the model 
while I put decals on the other side of the 
wings (Figure 5).  They come as seen under 
the wing and you have to pull them apart to 
get the triangle shaped sponge so it’s not  
like you have to stack them up.  Make sure the decals are thoroughly dry before doing this to 
prevent damaging them while decaling the other side of the wing.   
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Hague’s Corner (continued) 

July 2021 

Figure 7 Figure 6 

The second Phantom needed an orange band painted around the rear fuselage (Figures 6 and 
7).  I should have done that before spraying it blue but in the back of my mind I thought the 
orange band was on a decal.  Not wanting to do a complex masking job I masked off the band 
and brush painted  with white primer that I sprayed on a magazine page.  It took two brush 
painting sessions to get it primed.  I then did the same thing with two brush painted coats of 
orange spray paint.  Not great but again good enough! 

It seems like every time I look for something I come across another subject I want to model.  
When looking for some pictures of Onteora Lake I came across a scan of the graduation dinner 
program we had at the IBM plant when we completed the SAGE training.  Our commander, Col 
Chester Sluder, flew in for the luncheon and is listed on the dinner seating program.  Col Sluder 
was a member of the ‘Checker Tail Clan’ flying P-40s in North Africa and later P-51s in the 
European theatre.  The USAF Museum restored a P-51 Mustang in his yellow checkered tail 
scheme.  Several times we were sitting next to each other in the SAGE blockhouse snack bar 
during a lunch break and I would hear him telling stories about flying the Mustang.  I’ve got to 
get a checker tailed something on the shelf as I claim that as a connection, no matter how 
tenuous!  I think I have his P-40 on a decal sheet somewhere.  I saw more red when I worked 
some on Amelia Earhart’s red Lockheed Vega earlier tonight. 
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2020 Vision:  SC Model Mega Show 
co-hosted by the IPMS/Mid-Carolina Swamp Fox Modelers and the 

AMPS Central South Carolina Wildcats 

Text and Photos by Tom Henderson 

Being a show starved modeler, I stared at this flyer for a while, then decided it was worth the 5+ 
hour drive to attend.  The decision was sealed when Mike Fleckenstein, who now lives  a couple 
of hours drive from Columbia, told me I was welcome to spend the weekend with he and his 
bride Carol.  The plan got even better when Mike told me Jim Rotramel was also making the trip 
and staying with the Fleckensteins.  Jim agreed to team up for the trip to Mike and Carol’s new 
home in Conway, SC.  We departed Jim’s home around  9:30 expecting to arrive mid to late 
afternoon with a stop for lunch.  The trip turned out to be a bit longer than planned. 

Traffic was heavy and slow as soon as we entered I-95S.  A very serious accident involving a  
tractor-trailer and a few other cars blocked all lanes, stopping us for two hours.  The 5+ hour 
drive turned out to be closer to 8 with Jim driving all the way.  At one point he looked over to 
see if I would like to relieve him for a bit but found me sound asleep so he stayed behind the 
wheel the entire way.  Well hey, I paid for the gas so I did contribute!  Anyway, our hard day on 
the road (OK, Jim’s hard day on the road) was rewarded with an enjoyable dinner with Mike and 
Carol at the Salt Water Grill. 

Saturday morning it was off to the show.  As printed in the brochure, the show was located in 
the SC National Guard Armory and Military Museum in Columbus.  It was a small show  
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20-20 Vision (continued) 

compared to the Richmond Old Dominion Open or our own Model Classic but it was a show.  The 
best parts of the show:  Models on contest tables.  Vendors.   People talking modeling.  The VA 
Military Museum.  The cool surprises when bumping into folks you know and have not seen for a 
long time, to include members from our own chapter.  Mike Poreda, Mike Johnson, and Chris 
Derks were there.  For you old timers in the club, so was Bob Wells and Lou Correri.  I got to 
exchange hellos with a very busy Mike Petty.  Mark Tutton was one of the vendors with his 
familiar excellent range of products. 

The less than best parts of the show.  No air conditioning .  Unfortunately the contest was the 
other hiccup.  Judging did not go well, at least from a time standpoint.  The show hosts did not 
have  enough judges in spite of desperate pleas over the speakers  for people to judge well after 
the judging process began.  I chickened out because they used the AMPS system with which I am 
not familiar and, in keeping with the famous Star Wars phrase, I had a bad feeling about it anyway.   

Jim brought three models to enter, only to learn he was only allowed to enter one which made 
him a little less than happy.  He chose to enter his Revell 1/32 F-4G which you saw on the 
previous page.  His other two aircraft models were an Anigrand 1/144 Ekranoplane and a Bobcat 
1/48 Yak-28.  One of the show organizers explained the reason for allowing a modeler to enter 
only one model in a given genre was to speed the judging process since fewer models would be 
judged.  It didn’t work.  After admiring the models, conversing with fellow modelers, lunch at 
Quaker Steak and Lube, and visiting the vendors Jim decided against waiting for the awards 
ceremony.  We departed at around 3:45 and arrived back at the Fleckensteins at about 6:00. 

Figure 2 Figure 3 

Figure 4 
Figure 5 
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20-20 Vision (continued) 

Left to right:  Jim Rotramal, Tom Henderson, Mike Fleckenstein, Mike Johnson, Mark 
Tutton, Mike Poreda, and Bob Wells 

Jim’s Yak-28 

Chris Derk’s B-1B 
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20 20 (continued) 

As we arrived Jim received a text from a friend still at the show telling him the awards ceremony 
was just beginning.  He later learned his F-4 won silver.  They finished at around 8:00pm.  A very 
long day for the Swamp Foxes and the Bobcats.   
But, I got my show fix.  It was great to spend a couple of days with Mike, Carol and Jim.  Perhaps 
20 20 Vision will hold me until shows take place closer to home. 
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The museum is located within the SC National Guard compound, one building away from the 
show location.  It is small but nicely laid out and well lit.  Part of the museum was closed for 
renovation.  Equipment on display inside the building included a Korean War era CH-13 
helicopter and several WWII and later combat aircraft.  The photos can describe it better than I 
can write.  It was air conditioned. 

 

The Columbia Military Museum 



IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers 
Chapter Officers 

Join IPMS/USA:  www.ipmsusa.org 

July Meeting Program and Contest Theme 

Contest Coordinator: 

Walter Schlueter 

Webmaster: 

Mike Fleckenstein 
IPMS USA Webpage of the Year for 

2017  
 

Newsletter Editor: 

Tom Henderson 
IPMS R2 Newsletter of the Year for 

2015  

tomhenderson51@verizon.net 

Raffle Coordinators: 

Curtis and Shirley Clinton 
 

Program Coordinator: 

Tim Barb 
 

Make and Take Coordinator 

William “Chinxy” Jenks 

President: Vice President 

Tim Barb (acting)  Vacant 

Treasurer: Secretary/Historian: 

Jon Etherton  Walter Schlueter 

Chapter Contact: 

Tom Henderson 

Visit the club website at www.novaipms.org and join the club Google group at 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/northernvirginiamodelers 

Both locations will allow you to access the monthly Contest/Program Schedule as well 
as information about IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers. 

We’re also on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-Virginia-IPMS 
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Chapter Volunteers 

IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers 

Program:  Red/White/Blue – Any vehicle with major portions 
colored red, white, or blue. 

Contest:  Vince Mankowski - “Figure Painting & Using a Wet Pallet” 

IPMS NoVA Executive Board and Chapter Volunteers 

July 2021 

mailto:tomhenderson51@verizon.net


7 July 2021 
IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers Monthly Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 
Virtual meeting - notification links sent via the IPMS 
Northern Virginia Modelers Google Group 

13 July 2021 
Washington Armor Club Virtual Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 

20 July 2021 
IPMS DC Virtual BOGSAT (Bunch Of Guys, or Gals, 
Sitting Around a Table) Meeting (Via Zoom) 
7:30-9:00pm 

21 July 2021 
IPMS Northern Virginia Virtual Tips and Share Meeting  
(Via Zoom) 
Start time 7:00pm 

28 July 2021 
NCMSS Monthly Meeting 
(via Zoom - see note next page) 

31 July 2021  (Rescheduled) 
MosquitoCon  
Wayne Pal Hall, PAL Drive 
Wayne, NJ 

TBD  (Postponed) 
NOREASTCON 49 
8250 Park Rd 
Batavia, NY 14020 

11 September 2021 
PENNCON 2021 (Tentative) 
Eisenhower Hotel & Conference Center 
2638 Emmitsburg Rd. 
Gettysburg, PA 

18-21 August 2021 
IPMS National Convention 
Las Vegas, NV 

13-14 Nov 2021 
IPMS UK Scale Model World 
Telford, UK 

Upcoming Events 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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National Capital Model Society monthly Meetings 
The NCMSS is conducting their meetings via Zoom.  They send email invites with the link prior 
to every meeting.  If you are interested in attending the NCMSS monthly meetings are not 
already on their list, send an email to David Hoffman at bpchasseur@comcast.net 
Go their website “Meeting and Info Schedule” page for more information. 

Click on the icons to access the links 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://groups.google.com/g/northernvirginiamodelers
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/category-s/100.htm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnDEHKxesX93YAogJ8O0Vgw
https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Virginia-IPMS-120113144672971/?ref=hl

